
MINUTES  OF  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  GREYSTONES  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  HELD  IN  THE  CIVIC   OFFICES,  MILL  ROAD,  GREYSTONES  ON  TUESDAY   24th  NOVEMBER  2020  AT  7.30  P.M.  

Present:

Councillor D. Mitchell, Cathaoirleach

Councillors M. Crean, T. Fortune, J. Neary, L Scott & G. Walsh  
Also Present:
Mr. M. Nicholson, District Manager
Mr. R. O’Hanlon, District Engineer

Ms. M. Porter, Greystones Municipal District Administrator

Ms. K. Coughlan, Greystones Municipal District
At the outset the Cathaoirleach reminded members that the meeting must conclude within one hour and fifty five minutes.
1. Confirmation of Minutes
It was proposed by Councillor T. Fortune, seconded by Councillor G. Walsh and agreed that the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 27th October 2020, as circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Cathaoirleach. 

2. Consideration of report in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) for the construction of 41 dwelling units at Charlesland, Greystones 
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr. Joe Lane, Director of Housing, Wicklow County Council and Mr. Declan Marnane, Senior Housing Engineer to the meeting.  
Members had been circulated with all relevant documentation prior to the meeting.  
Mr. J. Lane gave a short background to the process to date and recommended that the scheme should proceed with the modifications proposed.  He stated that the land in question had been purchased by the Council for social housing and that it had been deemed to be appropriate for housing in the Flood Risk Assessment.  He said that the proposed development would open up access from Charlesland to the many sporting clubs and facilities on Mill Road and would likewise open up access to the proposed new schools in Charlesland to residents north of the stream.
In response to members concerns about flooding at the site, Mr. Lane stated that a Flood Risk Assessment had been carried out which identified only a one-tenth of one per cent risk of flooding.  He pointed out that the proposed bridge to serve the development was designed to allow for flood waters even though the risk of flooding was minimal.  He stated that all building development would be on the higher level of the site.  He pointed out that the Charlesland estate was not in charge of Wicklow County Council so access was not proposed through there.

Mr. D. Marnane stated that the proposed bridge would be twenty metres wide, single span and higher than any projected slight flood risk so there would be no knock on event to cause flooding upstream.  He also pointed out that there would be no adverse effect on the flora and fauna in the area and he stated that the existing open space would only be reduced by the width of the proposed access road.

Members, while supporting the need for social housing in the area, expressed their concerns about various issues especially in relation to flood risk for the existing houses, access and biodiversity.  Following discussion they agreed to defer their decision on this Part 8 until the December meeting on Tuesday 15th December.  It was agreed that each member would submit their specific concerns to the Housing Officials before Friday 27th November in order that a reply can issue to them prior to the meeting.
3. Presentation from WCC Planning Section in relation to Strategic Housing Development on old convent grounds in Delgany ouHousing DH
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr. Fergal Keogh, Senior Engineer and Ms. Edel Bernimgham, Senior Planner, Wicklow County Council to the meeting.

Members had been circulated with all relevant documentation prior to the meeting.

Mr. F. Keogh gave a brief outline of the process to date and informed the members that their comments in relation to this proposed development would be sent to An Bord Pleanala with the Chief Executives report on the submissions received.  Mr. Keogh confirmed that the members’ comments would not form part of the Chief Executive’s report which was based on the legislative procedures required.
Ms. E. Bermingham gave a slide show presentation on the proposed development and both she and Mr. Keogh answered any queries from the members in relation to same.

Members were critical of the whole SHD process which they felt was undemocratic.  They raised concerns in relation to the density of the proposed housing, access and egress from the site, traffic, adequate community facilities and protected structures as well as lack of infrastructure such as schools, creches, playgrounds, public transport and public spaces in the Delgany area.  They were also critical of the lack of consultation with residents and suggested that an oral hearing should form part of the process.
It was agreed that the Planning Officials would circulate the members with a copy of their comments to accompany the Chief Executive’s report to An Bord Pleanala.

4. Update on Greystones Harbour Development 

The members had been circulated with a progress report on the harbour development prior to the meeting.
The District Administrator reminded the members that a remote briefing to outline details of the proposals for Block ‘D’ in the harbour development had been arranged for Monday 30th November 2020 and that it was also hoped to have a representative from Arup to give an update on the north beach nourishment programme at that briefing.
Members spoke about concerns in relation to the dog park and the maintenance and upkeep of the mown paths in the park.  

The District Administrator advised that these issues could be raised at the remote briefing on 30th November.  She pointed out that the park was built in accordance with the agreed plans and that while the Dog Park was included in the Part 8 process, no submissions were made in relation to same.
The District Administrator also informed the members that a request had been received from the Dog Park Campaign Group to make a presentation to the members and following discussion it was agreed to invite the group to attend the December meeting.

5. Report from Greystones Municipal District Engineer

A report on works in the district had been circulated to the members in advance and the District Engineer answered any queries from the members in relation to same.

6. Update on Delgany to Blacklion Cycleway & Road

The District Administrator informed the members of the contents of a report received from Wicklow County Council which stated that the formal CPO notices were currently under legislative review by the Law Department and as soon as that review was completed management approval would be sought to proceed with the formal CPO procedures.
Following discussion, during which members criticised the delays in having this project progressed, it was agreed to ask Wicklow County Council to expedite the CPO process and to provide a detailed report for the December monthly meeting.

7. Date for December Meeting 
It was agreed to hold the December meeting on Tuesday 15th December 2020 in the Council Chamber at 7.30 p.m.

As time had run out, the following items were deferred:

8. Notices of Motion
9. Correspondence

10. Any Other Business

THIS  CONCLUDED  THE  BUSINESS  OF  THE  MEETING.
SIGNED:____________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH

CERTIFIED:__________________________________________        





      DISTRICT  ADMINISTRATOR





DATED  THIS________ DAY  OF ______________________2020.
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